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There is a generation whose teeth are as swords,

And their jaw-teeth as knives,

To devour the poor from off the earth.

And the needy from among men,' *

" It is among the Hindus, however, that the imagina-
tion of natural and positive distinction in humanity has
been brought to the most fearful and pernicious develop-
ment ever exhibited on the face of the globe. The
doctrine and practice of what is called caste, as held
and observed by this people, has been only dimly
shadowed by the worst social arrangements which were
of old to be witnessed amongst the proudest nations,
and among the proudest orders of men in those nations.
The Egyptians, who, according to Herodotus, considered
themselves 'the most ancient of all nations,' and who
are described by him as ' excessively religious beyond
any other people/ and 'too much addicted to their
ancestorial customs to adopt any other/ most nearly
approached them in their national and family pre-
tensions, and the privilege and customs of priests and
people viewed in reference to descent and occupation;
but in the multitude, diversity, complication, and burden-
someness of their religious and social distinction, the
Hindus have left the Egyptians far behind. Indian
caste is the condensation of all the pride, jealousy, and
tyranny of an ancient and predominant people dealing
with the tribes which they have subjected, and over
which they have ruled, often without the sympathies of
a recognized common humanity." f

Caste is a Portuguese word, "signifying cast, mould,
race, kind, and quality. It was applied originally by
the Portuguese, to designate the peculiar system of
religious and social distinctions which they observed

* Prov. xxx. 12-14.            t "Caste," by Dr. Wilson, p. II.